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for it unceasingly until success at last crowned
her efforts. There was much truth in the com-
plaint made by the Frankfort Journal that women
and coxcombs had drawn up the plans of campaign
and that all that remained for the authorities
was to sanction measures passed at some levee.

The moment for war, the spring of 1809, seemed
well chosen. As a result of her reforms Austria
was better equipped than ever before; Napoleon
on the other hand was finding the revolt in Spain
more serious than he had anticipated and had
felt obliged to withdraw some of his forces from
Germany and to replace others by regiments
formed of raw recruits. It was one of the chief
arguments of the war party that nothing could be
more unwelcome to Napoleon at this moment
than a war with Austria, All had confidence
in Prince Charles the royal military reformer;
great hopes were based too on the new institution
the Landwehr, which was established here in
Austria even earlier than in Prussia. The ex-
ample of Spain had shown the value of popular
forces.

Prince Charles, although he possessed some
good military qualities, was opposed to this war
on principle and once declared that he " washed
his hands of it like Pilate/' The great body of
the people too were not very enthusiastic at the
prospect, and it was necessary to stimulate
artificially their excitement.

Already in 1808 Austria's warlike preparations,